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Minnesota went to “no excuse” absentee voting in 2014.  This means that any eligible voter can vote 

prior during the absentee voting period which begins 46 days prior to the election.  Absentee voting is 

not mail voting.  Yes, you can vote absentee by mail, but as previously discussed, actual mail ballot 

voting is very different, and it is an important distinction.   

The absentee voting process begins first with an application for a ballot.  No ballots are mailed without a 

complete and approved application.  There are paper applications available from the County Auditor-

Treasurer office or applications can also be made online by visiting mnvotes.org and clicking on “Online 

Absentee Application” which is on the right-hand side of the page with a green arrow.   

Once an application is received, the application is inputted to the statewide database.  The application is 

compared to the voter’s existing voter record to ensure the information provided matches such as 

name, address, date of birth, and identification number.  If something does not match the application or 

no matching person can be found, the application is processed as a nonregistered voter which has 

additional requirements to vote by absentee.  Once the application is approved, the ballot is only then 

issued to the voter either by mail or in-person at the courthouse.     

The applications are where some confusion came from in 2020; many political and non-profit 

organizations were mailing these applications out to registered voters.  The problem with this was that 

many people had already voted absentee and by receiving an additional application felt either: a.) the 

vote they already cast was not counted for some reason, or b.) they can vote twice.   

While these conclusions are generally reasonable, neither is true.  These mailing were done by outside 

entities from voter registration lists without knowledge of whether the person had already voted or not.  

If there is something wrong with a submitted absentee ballot, the voter is contacted and given a change 

to correct it.  Additionally, all absentee ballot applications and ballots are tracked in a database, so when 

the second, or third, or sometimes forth applications were received for the same person, the database 

does not allow an additional ballot to be issued; therefore, those applications are rejected.  

 


